[Functional significance of the thyroid gland].
On the basis of literature data and our own findings, the paper presents the current concepts of the production, secretion, transport, catabolism, mechanisms of action, and effects in the organism of thyroid hormones during eu-, hypo-, and hyperthyrosis. The nervous, humoral, and immune mechanisms of regulation of the secretory activity of the thyroid gland and changes in its functional activity in ontogenesis are discussed.